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Mr. Weill said he believed the company—and
his legacy—was in strong hands.

——————

A SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE
VOLUNTEERS OF SPAWAR

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am honored to recognize a group of vol-
unteers serving at SPAWAR Charleston in the
First Congressional District of South Carolina.

Volunteering is a powerful force for the solu-
tion of human problems, and the creative use
of human resources is essential to a healthy,
productive and humane society.

Our nation’s heritage is based on citizen in-
volvement and citizen participation. Vol-
unteerism is of enormous benefit in building a
better community and a better sense of one’s
own well being.

Many agencies that benefit from volunteers
will be participating in programs to show ap-
preciation and recognition to the many volun-
teers among our citizenry who possess many
skills and talents which they generously and
enthusiastically apply to a variety of commu-
nity tasks; and to encourage others to partici-
pate in programs as volunteers

| encourage all SPAWAR Charleston em-
ployees to get involved in serving others. |
charge those interested citizens to observe
this day by seeking some area in the commu-
nity in which they can devote a few hours
each week and give aid to people or programs
in need. | wish you all the best!

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF ANELA FREEMAN

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark the departure of a key member of my
staff, Anela Freeman. Anela is a Senior Field
Representative/Grants Coordinator in my El
Monte office who is leaving my staff this Fri-
day to pursue graduate education.

Anela is an only child and was raised by a
single mother. She became one of the first
members of her family to earn a college de-
gree when she graduated from the University
of Southern California in 2001 with a Bachelor
of Arts in International Relations.

Anela was hired as a Staff Assistant in my
El Monte office on April 20, 2003. Anela ac-
cepted her role with great responsibility and
maturity. She quickly learned the importance
of providing high quality constituent services
and her efforts undoubtedly helped to improve
the quality of life of residents in my district.

Anela is a dedicated and capable individual.
She is also a team player who has effectively
established collaborative partnerships between
my office and local community-based organi-
zations. Through her efforts, | have been able
to provide grant workshops, grant-writing sem-
inars, and financial literacy forums for my con-
stituents.

Although my staff and | will miss Anela, |
wish her much success and know that she will
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flourish in her career goals and all aspects of
her life.

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT A. DEMATTIA

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Robert A. DeMattia upon his
nomination to the Plymouth Community Hall of
Fame.

DeMattia’s tireless efforts on behalf of the
people of Plymouth have brought him this well
deserved recognition. Demonstrating his entre-
preneurial acumen, DeMattia founded the
DeMattia Group in 1978. The DeMattia Group
has been involved in pioneering commercial
and industrial business park development. By
his design, development, and construction,
DeMattia has been involved in creating hun-
dreds of facilities in Plymouth Township. Mr.
DeMattia’s vision and leadership have helped
lead Plymouth into a prosperous future.

Of equal import and impact are Mr.
DeMattia’s philanthropic efforts. Whether as-
sisting with our local parks or working on the
behalf of children through the Plymouth
Kiwanis Club, DeMattia has donated his time
and efforts to enrich the lives of others. Let us,
then, commend Mr. DeMattia for his contribu-
tions to our community and his induction into
the Plymouth Community Hall of Fame.

———

TRIBUTE TO ADOLFO E.
GUTIERREZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Adolfo E. Gutierrez for his induction
as a laureate in the 2006 Laredo Business
Hall of Fame, and for his incredible dedication
to the City of Laredo, Texas.

Adolfo E. Gutierrez was born and raised in
Laredo, Texas. He graduated from J.W. Nixon
High School in 1974 and graduated from
Texas A&M University in 1977. Shortly after
graduation, he started his first four busi-
nesses, Melanie’s Auto Sales, Clark Car Clin-
ic, Fancy G Iron Works, and later, 3—-G Elec-
trical Supply which he opened using the
money from his first three businesses, at age
21 in Laredo.

In 1979, Mr. Gutierrez married his high
school sweetheart, Mary Alice York, and the
couple have three children, Mary Kathryn,
Adolfo Jr., and Amanda Leigh. At just thirty-
nine years of age, Mr. Gutierrez joined Falcon
National Bank as President and CEO.

Under his leadership, Falcon Bank grew
from 20 employees and $52 million in assets
to 245 employees and over $500 million in as-
sets, and includes offices in San Antonio,
Eagle Pass, Buda, McAllen, Del Rio, and of-
fices in Guadalajara and Monterrey in Mexico.

Mr. Gutierrez has admirably served the
community of Laredo, Texas, through his
membership and work in several civic, social,
educational, and governmental organizations
such as the Laredo Under Seven Flags Rotary
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Club, the Salvation Army, the March of Dimes,
and the United Way. For his dedication and
hard work in making the Laredo business
community stronger and better, he will be hon-
ored by the Junior Achievement League in his
induction into the 2006 Business Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
time to recognize the bravery and dedication
of Adolfe E. Gutierrez, and | thank you for this
time.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN HIGHTOWER

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today with a heavy heart, as | ask my col-
leagues in the 109th Congress to join me in
honoring the life and accomplishments of a re-
markable man and a dear friend, Mr. John
Hightower. Mr. Hightower passed away at the
age of 80 on Tuesday, April 25, after a long
illness. | am deeply saddened by this loss, for
John and his family have been inspirations to
many throughout the City of Flint, as well as
the county, state and nation.

It is difficult to imagine what the landscape
of my hometown of Flint, Michigan, would be
like, had John Hightower not moved here from
St. Louis in 1952. An Army veteran, John
started working at the Buick Foundry, where
he also served as committeeman at UAW
Locals 599 and 659. His relationship with
Buick was shortlived, as he lost his job after
confronting a supervisor who had made a ra-
cial slur. For John, this became a new oppor-
tunity rather than a setback; following the inci-
dent, he opened Hightower Electronics and
Construction Company. This also served as
the catalyst to his becoming one of the area’s
foremost civil rights proponents. He joined oth-
ers across the country in the March on Wash-
ington and the march from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Alabama. He brought the lessons he
learned from those experiences home and
fought for racial equity in the local job market,
against unfair housing practices, and in-
creased funding for the Flint Public Library.

Mr. Speaker, the impact John Hightower
made in the City of Flint is one that will be felt
by its residents for generations to come. His
loss will leave a great void, but his legacy will
endure forever. | personally am grateful to
have had the opportunity to call John my con-
stituent, my colleague, and my friend. | am a
better Congressman, a better citizen, and a
better human being for having known him. |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to please join me in paying tribute to his
legacy.

THE GREAT REVULSION

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a
piece by New York Times columnist Paul
Krugman because | believe it is well worth our
reading and consideration because of its
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